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Synopsis

How to Read a Play is an introductory guide to the art of translating the printed page of a play or
screenplay into dramatic mental images; it has been a classic among actors, directors, and writers
for the past twenty years. Now fully updated and revised, the book devotes a chapter exclusively to
screenplays, noting the intrinsic differences between a screenplay and a playscript and thus

bringing this invaluable classic up to date.
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Customer Reviews

The appealing attribute of this book is that it has taught me to understand how to read a play in
terms that | can understand. Unbeknownst to me there is an enormous difference between reading
a play and watching a play. After reading the book, | have begun to learn and understand how to
use my imagination when reading a screenplay or a play. My imagination has been utterly
desensitized by television and movies. There are so many factors in reading a play that | didn’t even
realize there are. The book is helping me to visualize the action and characters in my mind. This
book specifically teaches the importance of space, sound, costumes, characters, and so much
more. There are a multitude of segments from well known plays used as references for each
specific chapter and lesson to be learned. As a novice, the book itself is easy to read and easy to
understand. You don’t have to be a theatrical student to understand the book and the principles
being taught. | would encourage you to purchase How to Read a Play if you are in necessity of this

skill. I trust you will benefit from the breakdown of methods used to write, read and present a play.



When | first got this book | thought it was going to be a very boring book. | was pleased to find that it
was actually very enjoyable. It definitely helped me understand how to read all of the plays that |
was required to read for my present class. | have never read a play until taking this class, and
without having read this book prior | would not have understood half of what | was reading. It helps
you understand the need for pauses within the reading and the play itself. The book provides more
insight on stage direction, the impact of a sound effects and the impact of silence. You see how the
writer uses the unspoken language of body language through his writing and see how it affects the
characters. Without this book | would have gotten by with reading the plays, but this book gave me a
better understanding of all the different effects of a play and how all of those effects tie into each
other. | usually trade-in all of my books after my class is completed and say good riddance. | believe
| will keep this book in order to use it as a reference for future classes or for when | retire and have
time to sit, relax, and enjoy some light reading. | think | have given you a good description of the

book and its purpose.

| despised this book. It's so dry you can barely read a paragraph without needing an adderall to

keep focus.

Basic stuff ... but for beginning students of drama, not bad.

| was for some reason sent a totally different how to book than the one | ordered. | am not sure

where the actual book went. Very unsatisfied.

This is my first time reading plays. | have been fortunate to have seen some live plays, but never
read them. | am taking a college course which asked me to read some plays. At first, | found reading
the plays a little tough. | was having a hard time trying to visualize what the author was trying to
convey. Following the dialogue of some characters was an aspect that | never had experience
before with the books | have read in the past. | was also having a hard time understanding the
emotions from the characters. In class, we watched the movies of the plays we were reading, and |
found myself realizing that | was looking at some characters differently than what the author was
trying to say. " How to read a play " really help me understand the plays better. It allowed me to see
what the author was trying to say and help me visualized the characters and the message. | believe

in the Autonomy of Art: Once the artist stops painting/writing, then the art is no longer theirs. " How



to read a play " allowed me to still understand the message of the story, while still be able to apply
the message to a current event or a life experience. | recommend this book to anybody looking to
get better at reading plays. Even if you consider yourself an expert, you will be able to gain more

knowledge and enjoy reading future plays better.

How to Read a Play was very informative in the awareness of what the characters are doing in the
play. If you are a beginner in reading or watching any plays this book is a must. It will bring your
awareness up to what is going on and what the writer are trying to convey, down to the finest details
on the customs, the person that is silent and even the sound effects. Reading any play is not what is
always being said, but learning to stretch the imagination to what is not being said. Every person
even the silent person is symbolic to the mood in the play. This book talks about the use of space,
momentum, and suspense, the silence under the words, identity and character, irony and ambiguity,
meaning and experience. Overall, all the elements that give life to the script as much as a musical
performance does to a printed score. How to Read a Play is an essential guidebook or dictionary to
the art of drama. Taking any class dealing with plays or drama, the student can view this book as a
handbook to help interpret the play to get a better understanding of what they are reading and for

better enjoyment.| highly recommend this book.
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